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The file associated with this ‘read me’ document is an Excel spreadsheet containing data extracted for 
a realist review of alternatives to criminalisation for dealing with simple possession of illicit drugs. 
 
It contains information from nine countries in three categories (contexts, mechanisms and outcomes) 




The scope of the review included alternative to criminalisation for dealing with simple possession (i.e. 
not supplying) illicit drugs in nine countries (Australia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Jamaica, 
Netherlands, USA, UK). Measures that legalised the possession of drugs and that maintained the use 
of convictions and the imposition of criminal records for first offences of possession were excluded 
from the scope of the review. 
 
The search of the literature took place in June 2018. It searched the following databases: Web of 
Science, Scopus, Criminal Justice Abstract. It used the following search terms: 
 
- [country OR state] AND (drug OR cannabis OR marijuana OR heroin OR cocaine) AND 
- (decriminali* OR depenal* OR liberal* OR diversion OR warning OR expiation OR civil OR 
infringement OR expiation OR law OR policy) AND (possess* OR use) AND (evaluat* OR 
effect* OR impact*) NOT 
- (pharma* OR medic* ).1 
 
Additional documents were found through: searches for ‘grey’ literature in databases maintained by 
the International Society for the Study of Drug Policy and by the Drug Police Modelling Program at 
UNSW Australia; searches of forward citation of selected documents; and through recommendations 
from country experts. 
 
Documents were selected for data extraction on the basis of relevance to the aims of the review. A full 
list of selected documents, with full citation details, is provided as Appendix 1 below. 
 
Data extraction focused on particular aspects of the contexts, mechanisms and outcomes of 
alternative measures, with each aspect forming a row of the spreadsheet. 
 
The document includes nine worksheets – one for each country – with identical categories and row 
headings. 
 
                                                          
1 The italic words for country and state were replaced with the names of the actual jurisdictions we had 
selected and the search was run separately for each jurisdiction. The asterisks denote ‘wild’ word parts, 
which allow the database search to include words which have the same stem, but different endings (e.g. 
decriminalisation and decriminalizing, effectiveness and effects). 
 
The columns in each worksheet each represent information extracted from one document on a 
particular policy reform in that country. This means that there can be more than one column per 
document, if the document included information on more than one reform. 
 
Data was sometimes extracted by copying text from the original document into the relevant worksheet 
cell, and sometimes by summarising information in the original document. Users of this data are 





The research project for which these data were collated was funded by the Department of Justice and 
Equality and the Department of Health of the Republic of Ireland. The project name was, ‘Review of 











Appendix 1: List of documents included in the review, by country (n = 158) 
 
Cross-country (13 documents)2 
Belackova, V., Ritter, A., Shanahan, M., & Hughes, C. E. (2017). Assessing the concordance between 
illicit drug laws on the books and drug law enforcement: comparison of three states on the 
continuum from “decriminalised” to “punitive”. International Journal of Drug Policy, 41, 148-
157. doi:10.1016/j.drugpo.2016.12.013. 
Brewster, D. (2017). Culture(s) of control: Political dynamics in cannabis policy in England & Wales 
and the Netherlands. European Journal of Criminology, 14(5), 566-585. doi: 
10.1177/1477370816678870 
Bullington, B. (1994). War and peace: Drug policy in the United States and the Netherlands. Crime, 
Law and Social Change, 22(3), 213-238. doi:10.1007/BF01299286 
Chatwin, C. (2016). Five steps towards a more effective global drug policy. In R. Matthews (Ed). What 
is to Be Done About Crime and Punishment? Palgrave Macmillan, London, 197-221.  
doi:10.1057/978-1-137-57228-8_8. 
Eastwood, N., Fox, E., & Rosmarin, A. (2016). A quiet revolution: Drug decriminalisation policies in 
practice across the globe. Drugs, the Law and Human Rights (Second edition). London: 
Release. 
Grund, J. P. C., Stern, L. S., Kaplan, C. D., Adriaans, N. F. P., & Drucker, E. (1992). Drug use 
contexts and HIV consequences: The effect of drug policy on patterns of everyday drug use in 
Rotterdam and the Bronx. British Journal of Addiction, 87(3), 381-392.  
Reinarman, C. (2009). Cannabis policies and user practices: Market separation, price, potency, and 
accessibility in Amsterdam and San Francisco. International Journal of Drug Policy, 20(1), 28-
37. doi:10.1016/j.drugpo.2007.11.003 
Reinarman, C., Cohen, P. D. A., & Kaal, H. L. (2004). The limited relevance of drug policy: Cannabis 
in Amsterdam and in San Francisco. American Journal of Public Health, 94(5), 836-842. 
doi:10.2105/ajph.94.5.836 
Simons-Morton, B., Pickett, W., Boyce, W., Ter Bogt, T. F., & Vollebergh, W. (2010). Cross-national 
comparison of adolescent drinking and cannabis use in the United States, Canada, and the 
Netherlands. International Journal of Drug Policy, 21(1), 64-69. 
doi:10.1016/j.drugpo.2009.02.003 
Single, E., Christie, P., & Ali, R. (2000). The impact of cannabis decriminalisation in Australia and the 
United States. Journal of Public Health Policy, 21(2), 157-186. doi:10.2307/3343342 
Smiley, E. (2016). Marijuana & other drugs: Legalize or decriminalize. Arizona Journal of International 
and Comparative Law, 33, 825.  
Swenson, G., & Crofts, T. (2005). Reforms to minor cannabis offences in the United Kingdom & 
Western Australia. Web journal of current legal issues [online]. Retrieved from http://webjcli. 
ncl. ac. uk/2005/issue1/swensen1. html# _Toc97029037.  
Stevens, A., Berto, D., Heckmann, W., Kerschl, V., Oeuvray, K., Ooyen van, M., . . . A., U. (2005). 
Quasi-compulsory treatment of drug dependent offenders: An international literature review. 
Substance Use & Misuse, 40(3), 269-283. doi:10.1081/JA-200049159 
 
Australia (29) 
Abel, S. (1997). Cannabis policy in Australia and New Zealand. Drug and Alcohol Review, 16(4), 421-
428. doi:10.1080/09595239700186821 
Ali, R., Christie, P., Hawks, D., Sutton, A., Hall, W., & Allsop, S. (1998). The social impacts of the 
Cannabis Expiation Notice Scheme in South Australia: Summary report. Retrieved from 
http://nceta.flinders.edu.au/files/8912/5548/1112/EN3.pdf 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. (2014). Alcohol and other drug treatment and diversion 
from the Australian CJS: 2012-13. Retrieved from https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/alcohol-
other-drug-treatment-services/diversion-from-australian-criminal-justice-
system/contents/table-of-contents  
                                                          
2 Included in this section are documents which refer to more than one of the countries covered in the review. 
Baker, J., & Goh, D. (2004). The cannabis cautioning scheme three years on: An implementation and 
outcome evaluation. Sydney: NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research. Retrieved from 
https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/Documents/r54.pdf 
Bretteville-Jensen, A. L., & Williams, J. (2011). Decriminalization and initiation into cannabis use. 
Department of Economics - Working Papers Series 1130, University of Melbourne. Retrieved 
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scheme on public attitudes, knowledge and use: Comparison of pre-and post change data: 
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Hughes, C. E., & Ritter, A. (2008). A summary of diversion programs for drug and drug-related 
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Canadian cannabis policy-making? Policy Studies, 30(5), 513-531. 
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International Society for the Study of Drug Policy, University of Kent.  
Lenton, S., & Allsop, S. (2010). A tale of CIN: The Cannabis Infringement Notice scheme in Western 
Australia. Addiction, 105(5), 808-816.  
Lenton, S., Humeniuk, R., Heale, P., & Christie, P. (2000). Infringement versus conviction: The social 
impact of a minor cannabis offence in South Australia and Western Australia. Drug and 
Alcohol Review, 19(3), 257-264. doi:10.1080/713659365 
Mazerolle, L., Soole, D., & Rombouts, S. (2007). Drug law enforcement: A review of the evaluation 
literature. Police Quarterly, 10(2), 115-153.  
McDonald, D., & Hughes, C. E. (2017). Drug laws and regulations. In A. Ritter, T. King, & N. Lee 
(Eds.), Drug use in Australian society (pp. 223-246). South Melbourne: Oxford University 
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Czech Republic (13) 
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